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This invention was made with United States government 
support awarded by the following agencies: 

USDA HATCH FUNDS 1 
The United States has certain rights in this invention. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to eliciting biological response in 2 
mammals or poultry either by passive transfer of an antibody 
or upon feeding an antibody containing substance to the 
animal. Specifically, this invention relates to increasing food 
efficiency, decreasing gastrointestinal motility and decreas- 
ing satiety in animals and humans by the use of antibodies 2 
to choleocystokinin (CCK). 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The immune system, based on several kinds of special- 
ized blood white cells, is a highly specific defense system 3 
that recognizes, eliminates and remembers foreign macro- 
molecules and cells. While functioning properly, it can 
distinguish between "self and "non-self (foreign) materi- 
als. For example, it views tumor cells as non-self and hence 
attacks them, protecting animals against cancer-causing 3 
tumor cells as it protects against other invading macromol- 

An antigen is a foreign substance that when introduced 
into an animal with a functioning immune system, can elicit 
a specific immune response such as the one mentioned 
above. Once activated the immune response involves, 
among other things, production of antibodies in the circu- 
lation system specific to that antigen. There are five distinct 
classes of antibodies which are also called immunoglobu- 
lins. The most abundant is IgG. The other four are IgM, IgA, 
IgD, and IgE. These antibodies combine with the antigen 
and act to neutralize or counter the effects of the antigen 
introduced into the animal. They accomplish this result by 
binding to the antigen thereby neutralizing it and preventing 
it from binding to other specific cell receptors. 

The immune system can be used not only to fight off 
pathogenic antigens or harmful foreign molecules, but can 
be manipulated in order to elicit favorable responses which 
are not naturally occurring. For example, naturally occurring 5 
proteins in an animal can be neutralized via introduction of 
antibodies specific to that protein thereby neutralizing that 
protein's normal physiological affect on the animal's sys- 

There are several ways in which an animal becomes t 
immune responsive. For example, some antibodies are able 
to traverse the placenta from a mother's circulation to that of 
her fetus. As a result, the progeny of that mother receives 
natural immune protection by "inheriting" the mother's own 
antibodies before birth. 

A second way to elicit an immune response is through 
introduction of an antigen into one animal, resulting in that 



animal developing specific antibodies to that antigen. These 
antibodies can then be isolated from the animal and intro- 
duced into a second animal resulting in the second animal 
having antibody that can bind the specific antigen. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention pertains to eliciting an immune response in 
animals and humans in order to increase food efficiency. The 
antibody used in this invention is an antibody specific to the 
peptide choleocystokinin (CCK). The choleocystokinin anti- 
body (CCK antibody), upon introduction to the animal, 
causes an increased efficiency of converting food to body 
weight gain and through an apparent decreased gastrointes- 
tinal motility thereby increasing food efficiency. 

The CCK peptide is as follows: 



Asp-Tyr- 



— Gly— 



-Asp- 



The CCK peptide can also be ir 



Asp— Tyr- Met— Gly— Trp— Met— Asp— Phe (SEQ ID No. 2) 
S0 3 H 

CCK is an octapeptide that has been shown to negatively 
affect food intake and thus inhibit growth in both mammals 
(Gibbs et al, 1973) and birds (Savory and Hodgkiss, 1984). 
30 CCK antibodies have been successfully produced endog- 
enously in pigs (Pekas and Trout, 1990; Pekas 1991) and rats 
(MacLaughlin et al, 1985). In both species, the adverse 
effects of CCK on food intake and weight gain were pre- 
vented by endogenous circulation of CCK antibodies. 

The effects of CCK in domestic fowls is well known 
(Savory et al, 1981). CCK represents a polypeptide hormone 
which is released when food enters the small intestine. The 
presence of CCK in the gut mucosa alters gastrointestinal 
40 (GI) motility. The gizzard controls the rate in which food 
travels through the intestine and CCK, which is normally 
released after a meal is consumed, causes a decrease in 
gizzard contraction and an increase in intestinal contraction. 
This results in less time for the absorption of food and 
4J nutrients in the intestinal tract. The inventors have found that 
transferring CCK antibody to poultry increases feed effi- 
ciency. In other words, the birds gain more weight per pound 
of food. 

The presence of CCK also alters the willingness to eat. 
5 q CCK is responsible for what is known as the satiety effect 
which is a physiological effect that sharply decreases an 
avian's appetite. If an antibody combines with CCK, CCK 
is neutralized, the satiety effect is inhibited and adverse 
effects of endogenous CCK on gastrointestinal motility is 
S5 averted. Thus, the avian gains more weight per unit of 
intake. It has not previously been seen that CCK antibodies 
function in avians or function orally and are actually able to 
neutralize the negative affects of CCK. 

Neuropeptide Y and bombesin have similar physiological 
60 effects to CCK on mammalian systems and avian systems. 
These neuropeptides are also found in the gut and alter 
feeding behavior. 

The effect of CCK antibodies on food efficiency and 
weight gain can be achieved by (1) passively transferring the 
65 CCK antibodies from the dam to offspring, (e.g. by injecting 
the breeder hen such that the offspring have increase levels 
of CCK antibody); (2) by feeding a yolk product high in 
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CCK antibody directly to the animal; or (3) injecting a 
substance high in CCK antibody directly to the animal. 

The method in which an immune response is achieved 
passively involves inoculating a female avian with a specific 
antigen which results in passively transferring the antibody ' 
to the female's offspring. This passive transfer of antibodies 
to CCK from the dam to the progeny resulting in improved 
' >n of food into body weight has not previously been 
n the art. 



This invention also relates to a specific antibody contain- 1 
ing substance produced from the egg of a hen immunized 
against a selected antigen wherein the substance is mixed 
with feed and subsequently fed to poultry to elicit altered but 
improved physiological response. Antibodies to CCK can be 
produced in laying hens, passed to the yolk, harvested from 1 
the yolk or fed as dried yolk, and used as a feed additive for 
improving feed efficiency in poultry has also not been 
previously appreciated in the art. 

This invention has many advantages. One advantage is 
that individuals in the commercial meat industry can achieve ' 
market weight in livestock or poultry using less time and less 
feed thereby drastically reducing costs. 

A second advantage to the present invention is that the 
CCK antibodies neutralize CCK but have no known harmful . 
side affects and do not appear to affect meat quality. Also, the 
cost of utilizing this invention, even on a large scale, is 
relatively low since only 0.1 to 1 CCK antibody-containing 
egg is required per eight pounds of feed. 

In addition, using the method of feeding the antibody to - 
domesticated animals is relatively low in labor costs since 
the antibody can simply be mixed with feed and thus, not 
every individual animal must be injected with the antibody. 
Also, there is no need to separate or isolate the antibody 
from the egg since whole egg or yolk can simply be spray . 
dried and fed directly. 

Another advantage of this invention is that it counteracts 
the negative affect of feeding raw soybean meal to poultry 
or livestock. For example, a typical chick diet contains 40% 
soybean meal. However, raw soybean meal cannot be fed to < 
poultry because it contains trypsin inhibitor which inhibits 
the ability of trypsin to digest protein. Therefore, raw 
soybean meal causes increased levels of CCK with a con- 
current decrease in feed efficiency. In order to counter this 
effect, soybeans must be heat treated in order to be fed to t 
poultry. The typical process for preparing soybean involves 
heating the beans, extracting the oils and using the remain- 
ing meal for chick feed. Specifically, the beans must be 
heated to at least 121° C. for approximately 20-40 minutes. 
There are several problems associated with preparing soy- < 
beans for poultry feed. One is that the heating process must 
be performed at an extremely high temperature to ensure 
destruction of the trypsin inhibition factor. Secondly, heating 
has a negative impact on the quality of proteins in the soy 
meal and makes the denatured protein difficult to digest ■ 
properly. However, the inventors have found that CCK 
antibodies protect against the negative effects of feeding raw 
soybeans to fowl. 

In addition to soybean, there are a number of other plants 
that contain trypsin inhibitor, including wheat, barley, lima ( 
beans and various legumes. It is predicted that the CCK 
antibody will also protect against the negative affects of 
feeding products made from wheat, barley, lima bean or 
legumes to poultry or livestock. 

This invention also has many advantages over what is < 
currently being used in the poultry and livestock industries. 
Antibiotics are currently used in the commercial animal 



industry in order to increase food efficiency and weight gain. 
However, antibiotics leave a drug residue in the animal's 
tissue. Therefore, the animal must go through "withdrawal 
time". Withdrawal time is an amount of time sufficient for 
the antibiotic to clear animal tissues. During withdrawal 
time, the animal cannot be slaughtered for human consump- 
tion. Additionally, any eggs or milk produced cannot be 
utilized for human use. This precaution is utilized because of 
the concern that human consumption of milk with traces of 
penicillin, for example, will cause increase resistance to 
antibiotics in man, eventually rendering the use of antibiot- 
ics to fight bacterial diseases useless. 

Secondly, the use of antibiotics over a long period of time 
can potentially cause an increased number of microorgan- 
isms able to infect an animal because these organisms slowly 
gain resistance due to constant exposure to the antibiotic. 
Thus, future bacterial diseases will be difficult if not impos- 
sible to treat. 

CCK also has the same effects of increased GI motility 
and satiety inhibition in mammals (Pekas and Trout, 1990). 
It is a well known fact that mammalian species passively 
transfer antibodies to their progeny as do avians and that 
mammals respond to CCK autoimmunization as do avians. 
The dam's antibodies are also identical to those passively 
transferred to the progeny in avians as well as mammals. 
Similarly, feeding raw soybean exerts analogous increases in 
CCK production in mammals as it does in birds (Weller et 
al, 1990; Chohen et al, 1993; Can J An Sci 73; 401). 
Therefore, based on the aforementioned facts, the protective 
effects of actively fed and passively transferred CCK anti- 
bodies against satiety and poor feed conversion resulting 
from CCK observed in avians would also be seen in mam- 
mals. Using CCK on various livestock such as cattle and 
swine would drastically increase their final weight using the 
same amount of animal meal. Thus the costs to produce an 
animal of market size is decreased and this would have an 
enormously beneficial effect on the livestock industry. 

The invention would be highly beneficial to humans who 
are underweight or have problems maintaining their weight. 
Additionally, individuals with eating disorders would benefit 
from this invention because their food intake could be 
controlled. 

As previously stated, there are other gastrointestinal pep- 
tides or hormones which have an effect on an animal's 
feeding behavior and digestion. The example of CCK and 
the method of using CCK antibodies directed toward that 
peptide in order to prevent CCK's adverse effects suggests 
that similar responses could be achieved using other anti- 
bodies specific to gastrointestinal peptides or hormones. For 
example, gastrin is involved in signaling acid secretion into 
the gut and has a trophic action on gastric mucosa leading to 
hyperplasia. An antibody to gastrin could be used to 
decrease acid secretion in animals with gastric ulcers or in 
cases where there is gastric ELC cell carcinoid tumors due 
to prolonged hypergastrinemia. Gut somatostatin inhibits 
food intake in fed animals as well as many other gut 
activities. An antibody to somatostatin could prevent its 
inhibitory activities. Bombesin stimulates a release of CCK. 
One could hypothesize that inhibiting bombesin using an 
antibody specific to bombesin may result in responses 
similar to antibodies specific to CCK. Neuropeptide Y has 
been reported to be a stimulus in feeding. It may be possible 
to inhibit its activity and regulate obesity in animals prone 
to develop such problems. The biological activity of other 
peptides which regulate intestinal motility and other func- 
tional properties of the intestine could be regulated using the 
technology described. 



In general, by generating antibodies to peptides, 
hormones, cytokines, etc. that regulate biochemical, 
metabolic, physiological, and/or behavioral processes, it 
may be possible to regulate or alter an animal's system to 
compensate for a physical abnormality c 
normal function. 



passive transfer, active feeding, and active inoculation. 

The mode of this invention which relates to passively 
transferring antibodies involves injecting laying hens with 



meat. In addition, whole blood, plasma or serum from 
inoculated livestock may be another source of antibodies as 
well as milk derived from an inoculated cow or goat. 
Additionally, another source of antibody production is 
; through cell fusion using hybridoma techniques, genetically 
altered cell cultures or fermentation using recombinant 
technology. 

A third mode of this invention is via inoculation. CCK 
antibodies can be directly injected into a target animal in 
As previously mentioned, there are three modes in elic- 10 order to elicit the desired response of satiety and improved 
iting an immune response to CCK in mammals or poultry: feed conversion. 

The target animal receiving the CCK antibody varies 
greatly. Commercial animals such as livestock, poultry and 
„ , „ pelt-animals (e.g. mink, sable, etc.) are ideal candidates. 

CCK wherein the hens produce antibodies specific to CCK 15 Additionally, humans who have difficulty gaining weight are 



a result, those antibodies are then passively trans- 
ferred into the egg yolk of eggs laid by the hens. The chick 
embryo absorbs the CCK antibody during embryonic devel- 
opment. Thereafter, the CCK antibodies become circulating 
in the hatched chick's bloodstream as well as passed to the 2 ' 
gastrointestinal tract. 

)r synthesized CCK peptide can be 
d for purifying 
s fractionization, chromatography, 
1. However, CCK should be con- 2 
r foreign protein for use as the 
ntigen. CCK alone has a molecular weight less than 1,500 
Daltons. In order to invoke an immune response, a molecu- 
lar weight of at least 10,000 Daltons is required. Therefore, 
the CCK peptide should be conjugated with a carrier protein 3 
with a molecular weight of approximately 8,000 Daltons or 
more in order for the conjugate to elicit an immune response. 
Carriers include a wide variety of conventionally known 



Either purified CCK oi 
used. Well known m 
the CCK peptide such a; 
precipitation 
jugated with a 



substances but commonly entail bovine 
keyhole limpet hemocyanin. 

The CCK peptide conjugated to its car 
injected into the target animal with a commoi 
CCK-carrier conjugate can be emulsified in 
plete adjuvant, for example. If mammals 



a globulin oi 

tier protein is 
l adjuvant. The 

the target 



lals, then subsequent inoculations should consist of 
incomplete adjuvant. 

Another mode of this invention involves orally feeding a 
CCK antibody containing substance produced from eggs of 
a CCK vaccinated hen. The CCK antibody containing eggs 
are prepared and mixed into animal meal. Poultry or mam- 45 
mals which consume this antibody containing meal soon 
show beneficial response by preventing the satiety effects 
specific to CCK. 

The production of CCK antibody for oral administration 
can be done by utilizing known technology for producing so 
antibodies in egg yolks. In that process, hens are challenged 
by injecting them with CCK conjugated to a carrier protein. 
In response to exposure to the CCK antigen, the eggs laid by 
these hens contain high levels of CCK antibody in the yolk. 
Automated systems then separate and spray dry the yolks 55 
into a powder. The yolks can alternatively be lyophilized. 
This standard technique is well established in the art for 
producing various antibodies for other purposes (e.g. 
diagnoses, resistance to pathogens, etc.) 

Whole eggs may be used and it is therefore not necessary 6 q 
to separate the yolk from the albumen. Typically, 0.1 to 1 
CCK containing egg is used per 8 pounds of feed 
Chickens are the most preferable source of eggs but eggs 



also considered within the scope of th 

PASSIVELY TRANSFERRED CCK ANTIBODIES 
ON PERFORMANCE OF YOUNG LEGHORN 
CHICKS 

Example 1 

Methods 

Choleocystokinin (CCK-8) (Fragment 26-33 amide with 
sulfated tyrosine) was conjugated to keyhole limpet 
hemocyanin (KLH) using glutaraldehyde and was emulsi- 
fied with Freund's complete adjuvant (1:1) and injected (100 
ug CCK) into 11 Single Comb White Leghorn laying hens. 
A second injection of the CCK-8 conjugate in Freund's 
incomplete adjuvant was injected 7 days after primary 
injection. Another group of control hens which did not 
receive the CCK injection were also used. Hens (control and 
CCK injected) were fertilized (artificially using semen col- 
lected from New Hampshire roosters). Fertile eggs collected 
5 months after the initial injection were used to determine 
chick performance as a result of passively transferred CCK 
antibodies. Fifteen chicks hatched from the control hens and 
15 chicks hatched from the CCK injected hens were raised 
in battery brooders on corn-soybean meal based diets for 6 
weeks. Body weight gain and feed consumption data were 
collected. 

Results 

Chicks from CCK injected hens had improved feed con- 
version (less feed per pound of gain) which was 14% better 
than chicks from the control hens. Also, feed intake was 
increased in CCK birds. The results are shown as Table I. 

TABLE I 



r— «juitc ui eggs out eggs 
from turkeys, geese, ducks and the like may also be used 

While eggs are the logical source of massive quantities of e 
antibodies, it is possible to collect the antibodies from whole 
blood, plasma or serum when chickens are processed for 



•Body weight, body wt gain and feed intake are measured in grams. 

Example 2 

Methods 

Eggs from hens immunized with CCK (as shown in 

Example 1) and from control hens were collected at approxi- 
mately 1 0 months after the primary inoculation. Two pens of 
13 chicks (representing both the control and CCK immu- 
nized hens) were fed a corn-soybean meal based diet to 
determine if passively transferred CCK antibodies would 
influence performance as seen in Example 1. Birds were 
raised for 4 weeks. Body weights and feed consumption 
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Results 

Feed conversion was improved 2% in chicks from CCK 
immunized hens when compared to chicks from control 
hens. The results are shown as Table II. 

TABLE II 



PROTOCOL FOR THE EFFECTS OF 
PASSIVELY TRANSFERRED CCK ANTIBODY 
ON THE PERFORMANCE OF YOUNG 
BROILER CHICKS 



•Body weight, body wl 



Example 3 



Methods 

Fertile eggs were collected approximately 8 months after 
primary inoculation from control and CCK injected hens 20 
(immunization as described in Example 1) and used to study 
the effects of CCK immunization on progeny performance. 
Two pens of 17 progeny chicks per pen from CCK injected 
hens and 2 pens of 17 progeny chicks per pen from control 
hens were raised for 4 weeks. Body weight and feed 25 
consumption were measured. 

Results 

Chicks from CCK injected hens had a 5.2% improvement 
in feed conversion than chicks from control hens. The results 
are shown as Table III. 



Methods 

Broiler breeders were immunized with CCK conjugated 
10 to KLH using the protocol described in example 1. Since 
these breeders were maintained on the floor, fertile eggs 
were produced as a result of natural matings. A total of 10 
hens received the CCK immunization (antigen prepared as 
in example 1 for Leghorns), and 10 hens served as controls. 
Approximately 21 to 30 days after the primary inoculation, 
15 fertile eggs were collected from the control and CCK 
immunized hens. Seven broiler chicks from the control hens 
and 7 broiler chicks from the CCK injected hens were 
hatched and raised in a battery brooder for 3 weeks. Body 
weight and feed consumption were measured. 
Results 

Feed conversion was improved 20% and body weight 8% 
broiler chicks from CCK immunized hens as compared to 



broiler chicks from control hens. See Table V for results. 



Change Intake* Change 



•Body weight, body wt gain 



Methods 

In this study, 2 pens of 15 chicks per pen from CCK 
immunized hens (as shown in Example 1 and 7 months 
following the hen's primary inoculation) and 2 pens of 12 
chicks per pen from control hens were raised on a corn- 
soybean meal based diet supplemented with 5% raw soy- 
beans for 3 weeks (raw soybeans were used to stimulate 
CCK production). Body weight and feed consumption were 
measured. 

Results 

Chicks from CCK injected hens had a 10% improvement 
in feed conversion when compared to chicks from control 
hens. The results are shown in Table IV. 

TABLE IV 



> Example 6 

Methods 

Two pens of 6 chicks from CCK immunized broiler 
breeders 7 weeks after the primary inoculation as in 
5 Example 5 and 2 pens of 6 chicks per pen from the control 
hens were hatched and raised to 3 weeks of age on a standard 
broiler type diet. Body weight and feed consumption were 
measured. 
Results 

5 Broiler chicks from CCK immunized hens gained 16% 
more body weight and converted food 12.5% more effi- 
ciently than chicks from the control hens. See Table VI for 

o TABLE VI 



•Body weight, body wt 



•Body weight, body wt gain 



Example 7 

Methods 

.5 Control or CCK immunized hens were prepared as 
described in Example 1. Eggs from control and CCK immu- 
nized hens were collected after at least 21 days following the 
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primary inoculation. Yolks were collected from the eggs 
(albumen was discarded) and control or anti-CCK yolks 
were separately pooled, frozen, then freeze dried. The con- 
trol and CCK antibody dried yolks were then ground and 
added to a standard corn-soybean based diet at 0.5, 1.0, or 
5% of the diet (weight by weight) creating 3 control treat- 
ments and 3 anti-CCK treatments. Each dietary treatment 
was fed to two pens of 9 leghorn type chicks for 4 weeks. 
Body weight gains, feed consumption, and feed conversion 
were determined. 
Results 

As the level of anti-CCK egg yolk increased, body weight 
gain increased relative to those fed the control egg yolk. At 
each level of anti-CCK egg yolk feeding, feed conversion 
was improved over those fed the control yolk. See Table VII 
for results. 



TABLE VII 
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establish any type of phenomena that may occur related to 
body weight and/or feed conversion. 




Sex: Male 
Number of each 32 



FEEDING PROTOCAL (Treatments) 



(M weeks of age 

Treatment % Fed Feed Intake' Feed Conversion 



E-457A 
P6-32995 



EFFECTS OF PASSIVELY TRANSFERRING 
CCK ANTIBODY IN PREVENTING THE 
NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF FEEDING RAW 
SOYBEANS ON FEED CONVERSION 
Example 8 

Methods 

Immunized hens (Leghorns) were prepared as described 
in Example 1. Hens were artificially fertilized and eggs were 
collected and incubated. Chicks (Single Comb White Leg- 
horn X New Hampshire) were hatched and 2 pens of 12 
chicks were assigned to each of 4 treatments. The treatments 
included 2 sources of chicks (progeny from control or CCK 
nized hens) factorially arranged with 2 dietary 
ts (5 or 10% raw soybeans at the expense of diet). The 
chicks were fed the diets for 4 weeks and body weight and 
feed consumption were measured. 
Results 

Chicks from CCK immunized hens had improved feed 
conversion (11% to 19%) when compared to their respective 
control diets. As the level of raw soybeans increased in the 
diet, feed conversion was poorer (12% poorer in the control 
progeny, but only 6% poorer in the progeny chicks from the 
CCK injected hens). See Table VIII for results. 




Summary: Broiler chicks were hatched from UW stock 
and fed yolk from hens injected with Aveno or Neuropeptide 
Y when compared to control powder from N3 st 



Gutteridge product (GUIS) to monitor a dose response 
similar to these seen with the N-series products. Also 
monitor Peptide 8 to see if it has similar properties to Bravo. 



FEEDING PROTOCAL (Treatments) 



E457A 
P8-32995 



FEEDING PROTOCOL (Treatments) 



Trial Set-up: (Birds per Rx ■ 25) 
per Pen Floor Battery Passi 



reatment (g yolk/kg feed) 



Reverse (0.5) 
Reverse (1.0) 
Peptide 8 (0.25) 
Peptide 8 (0.5) 



These data show that feeding neuropeptide Y (Peptide 8) 
resulted in chicks having significantly greater weight gain 
versus control chicks. 



-eed/Gain 0-2 Feed/Gain 
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A (gain) (g) 2 wk (gain) (g) 3 wk (gain) (g) 

111 (70) 247 (205) 432 (390) 

102 (61) 231 (190) 407 (366) 

110 (69) 262 (221) 465 (423) 



=d fron 



hens instead of purchased. 



These data show that feeding neuropeptide Y (Peptide 8) 
resulted in chicks having significantly greater weight gain 
versus control. 



Th n-ifi rhtn -hm-r thnt rinmhr-in (I'rptirlr- ft), mntiliTi 
f ^Peptide 7) and neuropeptide Y (Peptide 8) all significantly | 
increased body weights of chicks versus control. In each I 
k case, the peptide resulted in chicks with greater body weight/ 
^" lhp g, -" T " 1 ""Ifflint nf feed ff(j tn l hp '■'"We 

FEEDING PEPTIDES 6, 7 AND 8 TO RATS 



Summary: To determine if there is an effect in improving 
feed conversion when feeding any of these peptides to 
broiler chicks. 



Summary: Rats purchased from Harlan Sprague Dawley 
were fed antibodies to GI tract peptides from a specified lot 
to establish the appropriate dose level to increase or decrease 
consumption after 72 hours. 



Harlan Sprague Dawli 



FEEDING PROTOCOL (Treatments) 



FEEDING PROTOCOL (Treatments) 



Peptide 6 (0.25) 
Peptide 7 (0.25) 
Peptide 8 (0.25) 
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We claim: 

1. A method of modulating feeding behavior in animals, 
comprising the step of feeding an antibody to a gut peptide 
to an animal by oral administration in order to alter a 
physiological effect of said peptide relating to feeding or 
growth behavior. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said gut peptide is 
choleocystokinin. 

3. The method of claim 2 wherein said choleocystokinin 
is purified choleocystokinin peptide. 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein said choleocystokinin 
is synthetic choleocystokinin peptide. 

5. The method of claim 2 wherein said choleocystokinin 
is sulfated. 

6. The method of claim 2 wherein said choleocystokinin 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein said gut peptide is 
bombesin. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein said gut peptide is 
neuropeptide Y. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein said gut peptide is 
gastrin. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein said gut peptide is 

11. The method of claim 1 wherein said animal is an 

12 . The method of claim 4 wherein said avian is a chicken. 

13. The method of claim 1 wherein said animal is a 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein said mammal is 
selected from the group consisting of a porcine, a bovid, an 
ovine, a caprine, a rodentia and a homo sapien. 

15. A method of modulating feeding behavior in animals, 
comprising the steps of: 

immunizing a producer animal with a gut peptide so that 
said producer animal produces an antibody to said gut 
peptide; 



isolating a substance containing said gut peptide antibody 
from said producer animal; and 

feeding said substance containing said gut peptide anti- 
body to an animal by oral administration. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein said gut peptide is 
choleocystokinin. 

17. The method of claim 15 wherein said gut peptide is 
bombesin. 

18. The method of claim 15 wherein said gut peptide is 
neuropeptide Y. 

19. The method of claim 15 wherein said gut peptide is 
gastrin. 

20. The method of claim 15 wherein said gut peptide is 
somatostatin. 

21. The method of claim 16 wherein said choleocystoki- 
nin is conjugated to a carrier protein. 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein said carrier protein 
is keyhole limpet hemocyanin. 

23. The method of claim 21 wherein said carrier protein 
is bovine gamma globulin. 

24. The method of claim 15 wherein said substance 
containing said gut peptide antibody is selected from the 
group consisting of milk, whole egg and egg yolk. 

25. The method of claim 15 wherein said substance 
containing said gut peptide antibody is selected from the 
group consisting of whole blood, blood serum and blood 
plasma. 

26. The method of claim 15 further including the steps of 
separating the gut peptide antibody from said substance, and 
thereafter feeding said gut peptide antibody to said animal. 

27. The method of claim 15 wherein said animal is 
selected from the group consisting of an avian, a porcine, a 
bovine, an ovine, a caprine, a rodentia and a homo sapien. 
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